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ANIMADVERSIONS 


ON 
Capt. Wilkinſon's 
INFORMATION. 


INCE I faw this Information, I have been big with Expe&ation of 
ſome notable Skirmiſhes with it. But finding none,ſfo hardy, asto 
incounter the Captain, I have adventured to ent@ the Liſts, and 
take up the Gantlet againſt him. 


Tothe Reader, p. 1. he gives ſome account of his adventures and ſut- 
terings. : 

I Sxlis Adventures, he had ſerved his late Majeſty of bleſſed Memory, and 
his utoit glorious Mijeſty King Charles the Second; and that particularly 
n being i2ſtrumental 1m his Reſtauration : And 

2. His Sufferings, for (with many others in the ſame Service) he had the 
misfortune to be much impoveriſhed, 

Where we will obſerve that the Captain pleads Poverty, and makesthe 
cauſe of it to be His Majeſties Service. And yet in the very ſame Page, 
Parag. 3. he owns that ſince His Majeſties Return, he hath been a great 
Projector, and for the moſt part loſt by his Projes: And hath likewiſe 
ipent above one thouſand pounds in aſſiſting one Mr.Caſtillian Morris. 

Now if the Captain's Eſtate had ever been conſiderable, 1 doubt not 
but we ſhould have had an account of it, that we might withall have ſeen 
the greatzeſs of his Sufferings. But whatever that was, his Poverty could 
not be great, fince he could afford, ever fince His Majeſties Reſtauration, to 
be a continual loſer by Proje&s of his own, and ſpend above a thouſand 
pounds upon his Friend; and after all, ben a capacity of leaving his 
Country hoxourably, p. 9. As for the Debts that make him a Priſoner, they 

were conirafted by his keeping a Ship, his Family, and above thirty Ser- va 
vants idle on the River from April till Ag#ſt, together with his ingage- 
ments for other men, and Actions brought upon him by Paſſengers, who 
ſcyeral of them Arreſted him for damages m being fo long delayed, and P 
together threw him into the Counter in Wooditreet, to whom notwith- _ 
ſtanding all, he was {till capable of offering farr and reaſorrable ſatisfaTion ; \ 
which being not accepted, heremoved himſelf to the Prifon of the Kings- 
Bench, Sept. 17. Page 3. tothe end. | 
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How then was the Captain impoveriſhed by His Majeſties Service? A 
loſer he might be, impoveriſhed he was not: Ir is an eaſe to ſome men 
to nick their private loſſes on the publick ſcore. Hereby they hope at 
leaſt to wipe off from themſelves all reproach of extravagancy, andillman- 
agement of their affairs. And men of more defigning heads,as the Captain 


ſeems to be; think by ſuch little Arts, to fix themſelves the faſter in popular 


eltecm, who reckon that hope and revenge equally conſpire to make the 
true to that intereſt they have now eſpouted ; and theretore do not fear 
their return to their Maſter, who, they tell them, has cut off, not like 
Darius, their Lips, Noſe and Ears but their Houſes, Lands, and Credit 
in the.World. 

But in caſe this had been true, which yet himſelf evidently overthrows, 
what nced was there of that Parentheſis, viz. (with many others in the 
ſame Service?) unleſs to upbraid the King with ingratitude; or to hint, 
that miſerics arcthe uſual attendants on that Servicez and by both to at- 
tright others from their duties in the hke nature, Surely Soldiers might 
be content to loſe their Arrears, when all honeſt Subjects were hurPd 
into a: common ruine, while the King himſelt d;d loſe, one his Lite * The 
other his Crowns ? The Parliament Army might have fared as bad, had 
not the Commons, whoſe they were, paid them by The/t and Sacriledge, 
Whereas had the King overcame, themſelves had been the loſers, while 
His Majeſtics Forces had been well, and more honeſtly paid tog. Bur yet 
to the Reader, Page 1. he grants that it was 7»poſſeble for His Majeſty to 
gratifie all that wanted his Royal bouaty. Theretore as his own Poverty 
is fal{ly placed on the account of hisService ; ſo the Poverty of others in 
the ſame Service ismentioned, either tono purpoſe, or toan 1] end, 

In the Intormation, Page 2. 3. he acknowledges he had formerly de- 
fired to Farm fomething of His Majeities Revenzes, which, it ſeems, he 
could not attain to, and doubtleſs for that reaſon was reſolved not to come 
at the Court, as he once and again declares,, Nor would truit any Conrtier he 
knew for a Groat, p. 3. And leſt he ſhould not ſufficiently ſpit his venom, 
he beipatters the whole Pamphlet with expreſſions of an 1l] nature that 


way, as Page 4. that he would zot truit the Promiſes of Courtiers. And 


Page 8. that he could freely draw his Sword againſt then. 

From which things together we may ſee the Man's Complexion, viz. that 
he was an Old Cavalier, but having by fond Proje&s waſted his Eſtate, 
and milled expected rewards, he is now grown fullen, hath eſpouſed ano- 
ther intereſt, and in a pet removes from Tork-ſhire to London, and her 


talls in with the concerns of Carolina. os. 


Now all this while the Captain hath been induſtriouſly laying a twe- 
toid delign, As 

1. To build a little Porch to the Fabrick of his tollowing Diſcourſe,and 
by the ſpecious pretexts of Loyalty, and the boaſts of former Services, pre- 
cariouſly to introduce a behet of the marter of his Information: And 

2, To ſatisfie the People that he is totally fallen off from the Court- Party, 
as ſome love to ſpeak, and which, in vulgar acceptation, is the King, Mt- 
nilters of State, and thezr Adherents, viz. thoſe who fantully retain the 
Principles of Honeſty and Allegiance. 

Under which ſhade the People do herd and hug themſelves in the 
thoughts of a Proſclyte, who forfooth muſt be believed in all heis pleaſed 

to 


LF. 
to ſay; though for no other Reaſon, but becauſe he was once a loyal Sub- 
ject, or an honeſt man. 

But a man's former Loyalty and Service, it once he becomes a Male-con- 
tent, cannot in reaſon be allowed to derive Reputation to his pretent Diſ- 
contents, but mult rather. be judged an occation of heighrning the fame, 
and of burrying himthe faſter into deſperate Reſolves : Becauſe when high 
thoughts of former Merits, and the ſenſe of preſent Negletts, have drawn 
a man off to another Party, he there is carried on not only by Intereſt, as 
beforc, butalſo by the acceſlion of Revenge. Thus when Pride, Covetouſ- 
neſs, aud defperate Fortunes, nad made Hereticks in the Church, and evil 
Members 111 the State, they were ever obſerved to have been worſer Ene- 
mics, than thoſe who were born and bred amonglt the Hetorodox in Faith 
_ Loyalty : Of which, perhaps our own Times may attord ſome [n- 

ances. | 

And truly this ſeems to be the Captain's: Caſe, as may be conjectured 
from \ſ-veral parts of his Papers, and particularly from pag. 8. where. he 
ſaith, that he told the King — he krew his duty to his Mijeity, and would not 
dw a Sword againit him, (a great Favour indeed) but conld freely do it 
againit {ome of the Court —whach 1s juſt the language of thoſe very men. 
whom the Captain glories he had ſerved the King againſt in the late Civil 
War: For that Rebellion pretended only the Honour and Safety of the 
King, and to take away evil Counſellors from betore him, that his Throne 
might be eſtabliſhed. And is the Captain indeed reconcil'd to theſe Pleas ? 
Is it now uncharitable to ſuſpe& hima Fnend to a true Proteitant Aſſociati- 


- 0, which pretends the Safety of the King, and that in a way of levyin 


War againſt him ? It is moſt apparent, that thoſe men who might fall by 
the Captain's Hand, died innocently, whoſe blood therefore himſelf muſt 
anſwer for ; or elſe that himſelf is travelling the Road to the ſame Deſerts. 
Or ſuppoſe henever proceed any farther than words, yet what man of any 
Face or Coriſcience, of any Love and Tendernels to his King, Countrey, 
and Religion, can make uſe of thoſe very Pleas, that have led to fo man 
Murthers, to ſuch Devaſtations and Ruines, as by ſuch means have fallen 
upon this Church and Nation? But it ſeems he is become a new man, by 
having entered upon the old way of Sin. | 

He faſtens his Charge at Court particularly upon my Lord Halifax, and 
my Lord Hyde, and afterwards on my Lord Chancellor , Perſonages juſtly 
admired both for their Performances, and ſteady Loyalty : In which he 


jumps exaftly with the moſt open and bare-faced Enemies of our Peaceand 


Government. And indeed the ſad Memorials of the late Earl of Strafford 
and Archbiſhop Land, do remind us, that thoſe who would pull down the 


, Crown, begin at the beſt Supporters of it. Indeed he exculcs the King [-- 


form. pag. 3. ſaying, He1s aſſured his Majeſty did not put them on the En- 
deavours to corrupt him : And pag. 7. 1f 1 had been exhorted by the beif 
Divine in England, he could not have ſaid more than his Majeity, But yet 
he wounds him in his Miniſters of State 3 whichis the old way of wounding 
the King in and through them. This is the method of that moſt daring 
Anſwer to his Mateſtiesmoſt gracious Declaration, the two parts of the Ng 
ProteiFant Plot , which it (elf hath a Plot in it , vis. to proſtitute all Au- 
thority and preſent Eſtabliſhments to vulgar Rapes and Violence, and of 
moſt other Libels expoſed to ſale. And indeed 1t may well be of ancient 


B add 


2 5. 4 


and modern Pratice ; for we find a plain Example for it in Scripture, 

which the good People, as the Aſſociation calls then, chooſe to follow rather 
than Precept 3 for Judas betrays while he crys Maſter, and kiſſes him. 

Now the thing he ſeems to reflect on my Lord of Hallifax, and my Lord 

Hyde, is ofa very high Nature, viz. a dclign of making him an Evidence 

againlt the Lord Shaft:bury: For pag. 4. They, viz. Booth and Bains, told 

. me, T might be aſſured of what I would deſtre from my Lord Hallitax, and my 


Lord Hyde. Anda few lines after, Mr. Booth told zz, - 1 was intended 
500 |. per an. or 10000 |. in Money. | 
Though all wife and obſerving men well know, that their Lordſhips want 
no Pen to vindicate their Truth and Honour, which, like tne Moon, keeps 
her courſe, and wonted brightneſs, though here forry Curs may be bawling 
at her. For could any Imputation have been taſtned upon them, it 1s well 


' known that wiſer Heads than the Captain's would not long finee have done 


itz when it was the joy of good men, that his Majeſty had ſuch Miniſters, 
whom ſome would have had removed, but could give no Reaſon for it : 
Whence we conjectured, that the Cauſes of their Offence was indeed theſe 
Perſonages Commendation, Yet however we ſhall conſider fome fer 
things1n and appettaining to this Matter. As, _ 

1. The Captain doth not pretend, that they ever ſaid they came with 
theſe Propoſals by their Lordſhips Order or Knowledge + nay himſelf 
makes fo blind a bulſinels of it, that pag. 3. parag. 2. he faith, By whow 
Mr. Booth was put upon this method, God knows 5 he 1s 4 ured it was not 
his Majety, but on whomto fixit, he cannot tell : Here then 1s a Scand a- 
Inm Magzatum, without any pretext of Reaſon. Suppole they had uſed 
theſe Names and Authorities, but yet ſo, that the Captain could gain no 
certain knowledge from thence, even Chriſtian Charity would have obliged 
him, had they been his Equals, not to have mentioned the Perfons, had it 
been needtul to have declared the thing. Therefore this rath Procedure 
ipeaks 1t a clear delignin him to ſerve the popular Humour and Intereſt, 
and to help the driving on that Deſign againſt King and Kingdom, which 
bath hitherto found theſe Perlonages ſuch Rubs in its way. 

I will here premiſe ſome few things: As, 

1. That they might know the Captain privy to ſome Deſigns, as Mr. 
Booth hath ſworn. Or, | | 

2. That they might at leaſt conjecture, that if there were any Deſigns 
from ditſenting Parties, that 1n all reaſon they were not wholly hid from 
the Captain ; which Preſumption we ſhall ſhew ſufficient Reaſon for anon. 
And, | 

3. Thatthey knew the Captain to be poor and covetous, and reſolved 
to make his beſt Markets of what he knew. From which things we argue 
thus : Suppoſe (becauſe Suppoſitions grant nothing) that this Booth and 
Bains might, unknown to theſe Lords, ufe their Lordſhips Names in ſuch 
ſort only, as to Jet the Captain underſtand, that he need not queſtion but 
that his Services would be conſidered, that his own Pardon and Rewards 
would be certain. I can ſee no evil in all this, nor can any cenſure 1t, but 
they muſt withal condemn the Proceedings and Methods uſed toward Pa- 
piits, 1norder to ſome diſcovery there. They were promiſed Pardons 3 
and what greater gift there can be to a man than his Life, I do not know. 
They had a proſpect of Gain from their Narratives 3 of Guards and Penti- 
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ons, which the ſuſpitions and reſtleſs minds of Dilſenters made neceflary ; 
and even the Houſe of Commons moved His Majeſty about Dr. Os his 
Allowance, even while there were Pcrlons to be Tryed, whom the ſame 
Oats was kept an Evidence againſt. Which things were as apt in their own 
natures to ſway, and corrupt the mind, as the Arts, if true, which the 
Captain here complains of. Of whica nature we {hall touch on ſome 
other things as they lye in our way, whereby we ſhall diſcover the une- 
qual minds of Diſſenters, who will not endure the ſame m=thods in one 
matter, which they applaud in another, though the matters are: both of 
the ſame nature; therefore I cannot 1imayine vhat other reaſon can be 


} aſligned, but their own Intereſt and Preſervation. : 


But I ſhall at preſent make out that 1t cannot in any reaſon be believed, 
that there were any ſuch offers as theſe really made: For, 

I. The Captain did offer Page 4. for two thouſand Guineys to make a 
Diſcovery : Therefore would never have (tood out, had there been offer- 
ed tive hundred pounds per arm, or ten thouſand pounds in Money for 
the ſame Service; eſpecially if to this there had been added, as he ſpeaks 
Page 5. five hundred pounds per 4774: more out of an Eſtate in Ireland, 
But you will object that the Captain oftered this as a wheedle to difcover 
the bottom of the deſign. Therefore we proceed, 

2. There could be no ſuch deſign mn it, becauſe the Libel it ſelf doth 


 ſhew, that his Work and Rewards were both made known at the firſt 


offer, betore he propoſed any terms himſelft. But you will find a moſt 
palpable and vile incongruity in this very particular; for Page 2. Parag. 3. 
he ſaith, that on Tzeſday OFob. 11. 1681. Mr. Booth told him, he mighr 
have five bundred pounds per annum ſettled.upon himſelf and Heirs, or ter: 
thouſand pounds in Money for the Service. And yet Page 3, 4. he tells 
you that on Wedneſday OFob. 12. 1681. himſelf did offer for two thou- 
ſand Guineys to diſcover. Now let any man in reaſon judge, whether it 
Is in the leaſt probable, that if he might have had the greater ſum for do- 
ing this thing on the Tweſday, that he would offer, though in deſign only 
to do it for the leſſer ſum on Wedneſday: This is a ſtrange way of bar- 
gaining, and takes away all Faith 'and Credit of the Relation. He tells 
us Page 3. that his Friend kept a dayly account of all that paſſed in this 
affair, and here he-puts not only in Figures the day of the Month, but 
at large the day of the Week too, as Tweſday and Wedneſday, therefore 
it could not be a miſtake, that might happen in a true relation, but an 
over-ſight in a wicked Forgery 3 by ſuch little means it ſometimes pleaſes 
God to diſcover great Impoſtors. | ; 

3. Notice being given above, that the Captain declared himſelt willing 
for ſuch a ſum to make a Diſcovery, Mr. Graham 1s ſent to him to under- 
ſtand whether he had ſaid any ſuch thing, he anſwers yes, and that for ſo 
much Money in hand he would do it. But when Mr. Grahaze ſaid he 
had no ordcr from the Lords to make a bargain, nor would any ſuch 
thing be done, by reaſon a promiſe would deſtroy his Evidence, the 
Captain preſſes ſo earneſtly after the Money, that he cunningly finds an 
evaſion, pleadin;; that it ſhould be given, not for the fake of his Diſco- 
very, but towards his former loſſes. But finding no Money would come 
that way, and perhaps finding better incouragements another, he falls 
back, and will ſay not a word. Theſe things Mr. Graham a CE” 
0 


MA 
of Cliffords-Inx, and a Perſon of a' good Fortune and un{potted Reputati- 
on, is ready to depoſe upon Oath, when lawtully called 3 but there is ſo 
little need of that, that the thing appears plain from divers of the Cap- 
tain's own expreſſions, as Page 4. he requires two thouſand Guineys t0- 
wards his loſſes, which is his very Plea to Mr. Grebayr, ard then, \aith he, 
7 will diſcover, And in the fifth Line after —T told him, her Þ had that 
Money and a general Pardon, 1 would then do any Service 1 could, He re- 


ſolves to have the Money, and will not depend on kindneſs, the want of 3 


which was the reaſon of his filence, and afterwards denial. The ſame 
Mr. Graham doth declare, that he is verily perlwaded, had he made a bar- 
gain, the Captain would have diſcovered a Plot, it any he knew of, or 
made one, if none. _ TT 

4. If any had had ſuch a deſign upon the Captain, it 1s not in reaſon 
to be thought, that they would imploy Mr. Grahaw,, a man of undoubt- 
ed Reputation, as any inquirer will find him to be, uni) the good people 
ſhall pleaſe to make him Beaſt and Devil, as they do all that oppole them. 
Becauſe ſuch a perſon isno fit inſtrument in ſuch a work, nor any way fuit- 
ed to Booth and Bains, if they were ſuch as the Captain repreſentsthem. 


5. Could it be ſuppoſed that any had ſuch a delign on the Captainand 


the Lord Sh—— Fet it cannot in reaſon be imagined that they would, 
after ſo many repulles, tollow him with ſo frequent and importunate ad- 
dreſles as he there relates: And atter all, force him by a Warrant to an 
Examination, that being the moſt improbable way of corrupting an old 
ſullen Soldier, and the rcadieſt courſe to give a diſcontented Fellow, that 
had now embarqued in another bottom, an opportunity of expoſing them 
to the common Odium of all + 0x And of recking his malice, which 
runs out at every part of his diſcourſe to the utmoſt upon them. There- 
fore if we will a& by any meaſures of reaſon, we muſt conclude, that in 
caſe the Captain had not given a very great ſuſpition that he knew ſome- 
thing of theſe matters, he never had been examin'd about 1t. Therefore 
let himſelf be guilty of ſuch deſigns or not guilty, privy to them or not, 
It 15not to be queſtioned among{t reaſonable men, but that the Captain in 
this affair, hath plaid the Fool and Knave at once, and did cunningly preſs 
after an opportunity of making his Markets, which he hath done to ſo 
much advantage, that he is now releaſed trom Priſon, walks the Exchange, 
and takes his Lodgings in the City: And alſo, when the Juſtice of the 
Council and Government would not do what we may preſume others 
have, toſpit his venom to the utmoſt on the Court and Government at 
ONCe. | 

Now let us ſum up' theſe things together : That 

7. The Captain 15needy, and reſolves to have Money on the one hand 


or the other. 


2, That he offered for two thouſand Guineys to diſcover a Plot againſt 
the King and Government. | 

3. When he is told the making a bargain will ſpoil his Evidence, he 
finds out a way to falve that ObjeCtion, viz. the Money ſhall be given 
towards the lofles he ſuſtain'd, and not on condition of his Diſcovery. 

4. When all would not do, he turns Cat in Pan, complies with thoſe 
People he would before have delivered to the Laws, and pretends 1cco0o /. 
were promiſed him to make ſuch a diſcovery againſt King and Government : 

; | " But, 


Ei 


But, as providence will have it, makes the Story utterly incredible, by 
making the 100001. to be offered him one day, and himſelt ro propoſe the 
thing on condition of 2000 Guineys the very next day; for it can never be 
believed, that he ſhould offer to do it for a much Icb Sum, 1t the very day 
betore he had been urged todo it tor a much greater Sum, KY 

5. That after this Szrvice done to the good People, he is forthwith: re- 
leaſed from Priſon, and made a Gentleman. 

And1lcaveit to any honeſt man to tell me, whether he is not perſwaded 
in his own Mind and Reaſon, that ſo mech Confeltion, ſo much utter Im- 
probability in his Stories, /o 77ch Gain and Enlargement upon the Service 
done, jo wnch Evidence from Mr. Graham and Mr. Booth, who againſt Pa- 
piits would be received as the beſt Witncfs in the World, would nor per- 
{wade any true Proteſtant Jury, to hang up Papiits to the number of 
themſelves. 

There is a ſecond part of a No Proteifant Plot ; ſurely there 1s ſomethin 
{ticks, where they keep ſich rubbing : The man, I ſuppoſe, would not have 


. Antichriſtian Names put upon Chriſtian Practices 3 Plots and Treaſons are 


the Works of Papiſts ; the good People have nothing unleſs Solermwn 
Leaenes and Covenants, and Affociations, The Creature, pag. 9. would per- 


iwade the Lord H. and the Earl of H. to fall upon Mr. Booth, tor ufing their 


Lordſhips Names in the matter and manner, as this Informer }:{kinſor doth 
relate, or elſe to lye under the ſuppoſcd Guilt of what this Libel taxes 
them with ; the reaſonableneſs of which let any man judge by our Obſerva- 
tions uponit. Doubtleſs there 1s in this very thing a Plot to bring Rune 
upon the King's Evidence ; and if they could by fuch Artificesdo itn this 
Inſtance, we doubt not but that they woyld ſoon ſend out another Infor- 
mation todo the like jn another Inſtancez by which means the King (hould 
have no Evidence, but what would ſoon have the Penaltiesof the Aſlocia- 
tion inflicted upon him, that is, he ſhould be purſued fo deſirudion, The 
Argument is a two-horn'd thing called a Dilemma : They have got, it 
ſeems, ſuch Creatures amongſt them 3 and ſeems reſolved to haveits end ei- 
ther this way or that, viz. the King's Evidence muſt beruined, orthe King's 
Friends blaſted in their Honour, and made as uncapable as may be, of do- 
ing his Majeſty and the Kingdom ſervice. 

But at length the Cloud isextended, and made to eclipſe his R. Highneſs, 
out of whoſe Eſtate in Ireland, the Captain faith, he ſhould have had the 
addition of 5co /. per ar. pag. 5. What 1s argued to ſhow the vamity and 
falſhood of the man in reference to the Lords, is apt to do ſo here, and that 
with ſome advantage too, becauleit is {ti]l more improbable that he ſhoul14 
be offered 10co /. per ar. for that which he himſelf by his own confeſſion 
was carneſt to do tor 2000 Guineys. But however if he had mifſed this 
Point, he had done bur little ; for if we do not kill the Heir, the Inheri- 
tance cant be Ours. | 

But you will ſay, It there was not ſomething of this nature in 1t, how 
comes the Captain to be ſo preſſed upon in this Aﬀair? To which I an- 
ſiver, The Reaſon might be from his own Offer for ſuch a Sum to make a 
diſcovery 3 which Offer himſclf, you ſee, confefles. And that this wasnot 
done meerly to humour the Matter, as he ſpeaks, but in all likelihood was 
the ficſt Propoſal made, we have argued to be very probable, from the 
Time and the Sums which the Captain mentions for it is utterly mad and 

| 1rratto- 
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irrational to believe, that they ſhould offer him 10cco /. for ſuch a Service 
one day, and that himſe}fſhould offer the tame Service tor 2c00 Guineys 
the next day. Therefore, it may bc, himſelt gave the occaſion of all this 


Stir. 


Deſign upon the King and Government, from which his Lordſhip is fince 
acquit, but it was then in ſuſpence : And in cale there had been ſuch a De- 
Gon, it was moſt highly probable that this Captam might be privy to it. 
For, | 


1. The ſaid Captain was often with the E. of Sþ—— as appears from his 
Information. 
2. The ſaid Captain had from the Earl always a very kznd Reception, To 


the Reader, pag. 2. 


3. The Captain yields, T hat he rode with Sword and Piſtols out of 


Town with the Lord Sþ—— when he went to Oxford, pag. 6. which Ox- 
ford was the Place where, and this the Time when, this Attempt on the 
Perſon of the King was ſaid ſhould have been made. 

4. They were both in no great Charity with the Court. And, 

5. The Captain was a Military man, funk in the World, and newly 
cometo Town to put himſelf into ſome new way of Lite, and therefore a 
very likely Initrument for ſuch an Undertaking, 1f any ſuch Defign had 
been, which was thenin queſtion. | 

All which things were known : Whence it was moſt reaſonable to con- 
Jecture, that if there was ſuch a Deſign, it muſt in all probability beknown 
to this man 3 upon which Preſumption, it was moſt fit he ſhould be exami- 
ned: For it 1s part of the bulineſs and end of Government, to difcover 
evil Members in the Body politick, to ſtop the Gangrene, and preſerve 
the ſounder parts in their Soundnels, All which was no more, than what 
was ordinarily done for the diſcovery ofa Popiſh Plot; tor many were aſper- 
ſed, impriſoned, examined and tryed for their Lives, upon whom no ſuch 
Evil could'be found. | 

All this time theſe People commended this for Vigilance, and a Chriſtian 
Zeal, and never found fault, till it comes to touch their own Parties. It is 
therefore Partiality, and not any injuſtice 1n the thing it ſelf, that makes 
them complain. 

Well, in this Negotiation, the Captain, we have ſeen, pag. 4. offers for 
2000 Guineys to diſcover what he knew, implying thereby, that he knew 
ſomething. Which is declared to the Council : Whereupon Mr. Grrahaxr is 
ſent to diſcourſe him, to whum the Captain owns that Propoſal, and makes 
the ſame again to himz but becauſe no Money was coming, as before, his 
mouth ſhuts in ſilence: Which 1s very plain from ſome other Expreſſions, 
not quoted before; aspag. 3. I told him, [would ſay nothing, nor appear at 
the Court, till I was conſidered for my Sufferings. Pag. 4. 1 to!d him, viz. 
Mr. Booth, When 1 had that Money, and a general Pardon, I would ther 
do any fervice I could, — but I would not tru5t the Promiſes of Courtiers; but 
when he ſaw he muſt truſt, he won't traftick. And I am perfwaded theſe 
things had never been put into his Information, had not the fame, with 
ſome Additions, been made known to Mr. Graham, whoſe Credit hecould 
not blaſt ſo eaſily as the others. 


But 


But moreover, the Lord Shaftsbary and others ſtood then accuſed of *: 


33 | 
{ But the Council will not be fo put off, but bring him by Warrant to 
Examination, a moſt undonbted Evidence of the integrity, and upright- 
els of their intentions and proceedings; and truly both King and Coun- 
gl might very. reaſonably be put by the Captains offer, upon expectation 
t ſome conſiderable diſcovery he could make 3 and Jikewiſe upon his 
nexpected departure from what he had propoſed, his Examination might 
el] be ſtrict and prefiing; he having by the ſaid offer given juſt cauſe of 
{pition that there was ſome wickednels at bottom, which he was loth to 
2Wiſcover. Which things, 1t done for the finding out a Popiſh Intrigue, 
Fhould have been applauded for Zeal and Integrity, by that very Party 
#8hat now condemns them for Wickedneſs and Subornation. FT, 
23 Now if there was no ſuch deſign tor alteration of Government, or ſup- 
Wpole there was, but the Captain knew not of it, himſelf may be much mi- 
FEtaken in thinking theſe methods, which were uſed to find out a truth , 
which he was ſuppoſed to be privy to, were really intended to oblige him -- 
Fo the witneſſing a falſhood. . 
# Toſuppoſethere was ſuch a detign, and that known to the Captain 
3Fro0,; it was very ealie tor him, by offering to diſcover tor 2000 Guineys, 
=Fto draw on Diſcourſes, it may be ſomewhat farther than might be conve- 
Z#nient for them to know, who were not acquainted with the whole In- 
& trigue, and all jts circumſtances, and yer the perſons tranſaQting the afiair, 
& {t1]l remain free from all evil deſigns : And then to turn all to the palliate- 
2F 10g the ſame Treaſons, and to the farther carrying them on againſt the 
2X Government, by charging ſuch evil practices upon it. Which indeed 
2X would mightily tickle a revengeful Spirit, which the Captain all along dil- 
2 covers againl(t the Court, by which is vulgarly underſtood, as was betore 
2X noted, King and Government. : 
3% But now to exculc his offer of diſcovering, he hatha poor Salvo,Page 4. 
"x But I 5till told them I knew nothing by- my Lord Shaftsbury : Now oblerve 
22 the ſubject of their diſcourſe was, whether he kneiy any ſuch thing by the 
X ſaid Lord? He anſwers, For 2000 Guzneys 1 will diſcover what I know, 
38 which is a plain conceſſion that he knew ſomething ; and yet faith he at 
8 the ſame time, I told them: I knew nothing. Here 1s an Oppolition; 1n the 
& very terms, they are plainly things that cannot poſſibly be recohcfſldo 
& ſtand together: He knows; for 1 will diſcover what I know, and yct I know 
3 2othing. He will diſcover, and yet hath nothing to diſcover 3 which 1s to 
X fay andunfay, and in plain Engliſh, to demand 2000 Guineys for juſt no- 
vF thing, __ is ſuch a monſtrous thing, that no man in his wits can be- 
& lieve it. Thisis worſe than buying a Pig in a Poke, for it 1s ſuppoſed there 
1s a Pig, though not known what an one: but here your Chapman tells 
| You there is a Pig, thenin the next words ſaith he, there is no Pig: And 
yet at theſame time asks a vaſt rate for the Pig. Certainly ſuch an one 
would bring himlelf in danger of being either begg'd for a Fool, or taken 
F up for Bedlam: And in each inſtance the buyer might go as a fit Com- 
3 panion with the ſeller, noris he more wiſe or ſober than either, that. can 
believe ſo fond a Story. But would we put any fenſe upon this, which 
hath plainly no ſenſe 1n it ? the beſt we can fay is, that the Captain doth 
equivocate and falſifie, in cither bringing ſuſpition on the Innocent, or in 
acquitting the Guilty. 
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Now becauſe we have before (ſhown, that there were many reaſons that ( 
mizht induce a perſwaſjon that the Captain might be privy to ſuch a de- | 


lign, if any fuch had been; we will now obſerve what anſwer he returns (FF 
to all thoſe things, and let us ſuppoſe his Innocence, yet the Pleas he makes, Wi 


do not at all clear, but ſeem rather to derive a much greater ſuſpition upon jy 
him. For tg 


1. Heownsthe Lord $— —-kindneſs towards him but ſaith Inform; *$# 


Page 2. that the reaſon of his Lord{hips retpects was, becnje 1 had ſerved _ 
His Majeity, Parag, 1. y = 
To whichT (hall anſwer only this, that hes very happy 1n his Lordſhips *#: 
fivours, which come to him founded on ſuch a bottum, and I with there #7? 
were many more ſuch inſtances. But KY 
2. He plcads Inform. Page 2. Parag. 3. [hat none will believe, I ſhould 
be made privy to ſuch a deſggn, (if ſuch a thing was) being I had ſerved 
His Majeify — "F 
Which is truly no reaſon at all, unleſs the Captain can prove of Loyalty, '# 


as ſome hold of faving grace, that it can never be loſt. I pray how many 


mſtances confuſe him, it we have recourſe back to the laſt Rebellion, in 3 


which ſome were in Arms againſt the late King, who were once taken to WF 
be his moſt loyal Subjects,and had performed him molt acceptable Services > 
Nor do we in theſe very times want ſome that may boaſt of former Ser- ' 


vices, and have been lately very dear to His Majeſty ; who yet, becauſe 


their ambition was not anſwered, or intereſt ſerved, are fallen off, and # 
become as deeply male-contents as others. And indeed, where men have *F 


dilcontentedly forſaken an intereſt, they are the molt likely, as is once #* 
already obſerved, to become its worſt Enemies where opportunity ſerves, © 
becauſe ſuch ſo engaged are moved both by intereſt and revenge. There- | # 
fore his former Services are ſo far from taking away all belict of his Pri- /* 
vacy to ſuch defigns, if any ſuch had been, that his preſent diſcontents, ſo *8# 
notorioully diſcovered thoughout the whole Pamphlet, render him the 3 
more ſulpitious, | 

3. He pleads Page 2.to the Reader,that he never had with his 1.ordſhip, vis, 
the E.of Sh any other diſcourſe than was occaſional in relation to my in- 
t nded J "0F4Le. 

Which ſeems moſt improbable, becauſe he was often with his Lordſhip, 
and particularly with Sir 7 homas Armitrong the night before his Lord- 
ſhips Apprehenſton, Intorm. Page 3. and went with his Lordſhip towards Ox- 
tord, Page 6. Now it there was no ſuch diſcourſe as this, nor any ſuch 
delign to found ſuch diſcourſe upon, can weinreaſon think, that Sir Tho- 
14s bis ears muſt be entertaind with nothing but Carolina, who was a 
irranger to that affair! So that in all his Viſits, and on the Road towards 
Oxford, their mouths mult be filled with nothing but Carolina, Carolina! 
This cannot in any reaſon be ſuppoſed, and therefore the Captain hath 
made this band roo ſtrait to hold. So 1t he means by [ occaſional] any 
orher thing that this Subject might lead them to, or to which they might 
paſs from this of Caroliza, which might be this, or that, or any thing, then 
he hath protelied this thing to no purpoſe or advantage to himſelf. 

We (hall purſue this Argument, 27z. the inſufficiency of his Anſwers, to 
cicar his innocence under the next Head, which is the Captain's Examinati- 
>, when brought by Warrant to White-hal, Which is contained in P.8, g. 

Where 


ie 


Hg WG 
that $@W here the Captain 1s charged as an Ailociate in that ſu ppoies} Conf; PILacy, 
| de- þ Pwhich charge was founded on ſeveral reaſons, that carryed a very fur 
urns | © probability that way. As 
Kkes, © 1. An Information upon Oath, that in this Conſpiracy the ſaid Captain 
pon $$ was to have a Troop of Horſe, which Oath was made by Mr. Booth, who 
'3Y alſo depoſcd that himſelf was entered a Soldier under the ſaid Captain. 
Im, 23 Now of this Booth the Captain doth own 3 
& 1. Thathehad known him above twenty years im theNorth of Exgla:d. 
2. Thathe waswder a very ill repute, therefore the more likely to atlo- 
'F; ciateinan ill Delign. And, 
#7 3. That notwithſtanding his ill repute, he was joyn'd with the Captain 
*7 1n his intended or pretended Voyage to Carolina, Page 3. Parag, 2. to the 
4 Reader. And therefore likely to have been a Companion with the Captain 
AY in this Delign, 1t any ſuch had been, 
, 2. The Captai's offer to make adiſcovery for 2000 Guineys, 

3. Bis going arm'd with the E. of Sh —— who 1s fince acquit; and 
therefore we hold him acquit, but was then under the ſame Accuſation. 

4. To Oxford the place, where, and 

s. Againſt the Seſtton of Parliament, the time when, this attempt was 
ſaid intended to have been made, _ 

Moreover it was ſworn in Colledge's Tryal, pag. 25. That the ſaid Colledge, 
who ſuftercd at Oxford, did ſay there were ſeveral Captains, ſome of 
whom he there names, with abundance more, that would be ready for 
this Deſign npon the King and Government, -of whom about forty were 
ticre at the time the ſaid Co/edge ſpake theſe things. Now from all thele, 
aiicl perhaps ſome other Cauſes and Reaſons,jt- might well be ſuſpeRed that 
on. Captain Wi might be in the number. 

: 2 which he anſwers two things, vis. 

I. } could do no lefs than wait upon him, iz. the E. of S- who 
had been ſo kind —— pag. 6. 

Where obſerve that his anſwer gives a reaſon of his Attendance, but not 
of his Arms - Therefore it may be replied , what need was there of his 
going armed ? no more, I ſuppoſe, than of Colledges doing fo. His reſpects 
were ſhown 1n his perſonal attendance, not 11 his weapons. 

2. He anſwers pag. 9.That he could not be ſuppoſed confederate in ſuch 
a deſign, if any ſuch was : for at the ſame time he, viz. Mr. Booth, ſaid this 
was to be, which was when the Parliament was to be lait at Oxford, I had 
taken a Ship for Carolina. | 

Now that Parliament was diſſolved March. 28. and at that time, faith 
be, that that Parliament was to fit, I had taken a Ship, ergo could not be 
ſuppoſed to be ina deſign then at Oxford, This is a main Plea, and which 
he ſeems to triumph in : and yet to. the Reader pag. 2. he tells you quite 
anotiz<r ſtory, viz. that he hired this Ship in the Moneth of April : and 
pag. 3. ads farther, that the Ship lay upon hs charge from April to Augult: 
ergo was not hired till April, which was after the diflolution of that Parha- 
ment, and the return of all Parties to their homes. 

Now ſuppoſe this Ship had been hired in March, it doth not prove, but 
that the Captain might notwithſtanding be in a Plot at the ſame time, men 
may drive on a publick and private Delign at once 3 and truly the proba- 
bility is ſtill the greater, finee it 1s given upon Oath, that the Captam de- 
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ſigned not to go as yet to Caroſinamn isown perſon, but at preſent to ſend 
his Son, as appears in the Hearing at the O!d-Bazley, But here 18a moſt ma. 
rifeſt Contradiftion, whereby he brings kimſelf under a greater ſuſpicion, 
than if he had ſaid nothing ; for that cannot be Truth, that needs a Lye, 

But you will ſay, Perhaps the Captain 1n the Preface miſtook April for 
Myrch. To which I anſwer, There 1s no [perhaps | 1 the Caſe; but con- 
trariwile it 1s very plain and certain, that in the Information he put March 
for April. Becaule, | 

1. Inthe Information he ſaith but once that it was in March, but ro the 
Reader he ſaith twice that it wasin April. 

2. To the Reader, the Captain ſets himſelf to give you an account, 

1. Ofhis Preparations for his Voyage, and allo of all Particulars about 
the Ship, pag. 2. as thetime he hired her, which was the Month of April , 
her Name, the Abigail of Colcheſter 3 her Burthen, avout 130 Tyrs; and 
the Maſter's Name, Thomas Wood. And, — 

2. Of his Loſles in this Project, pag. 3. As particularly his having this 
Ship ſolong upon his charge, viz. from the Month of April till Arguit fol- 
lowing. And certainly where he ſets himlelt to give you an account of his 

{1forrunes and Charges, which he lovesto do to all advantage, it isnot in 
reaſon to be ſuppoſed, that he would cut off one Months Charge from the 
Account, which yet he muſt have done, in caſe the faid Ship was hired at 
the Seſſion of the Parhament at Oxford, which was m Murch, Now here 
he purpoſely gives you an account of all the little Circumſtances about the 
Ship, and the lofſes he ſuſtam'd : Theretore there being no other Matter at 
thar inſtant before him, here was a free recolle&ion of his thoughts, and 
therefore no danger of a millake in ſo plain and eafie a Matter 5 and yer in 


each place he faith, April was the time he hired the Ship, and the time her 
Charges took date upon him. Whereas in the Information there was very 


complex Matter before him, and he ſpoke of Merch incidently, and 7 
tran{tu, tro ſome other Matter, therefore might more calily miſtake than 
in the other ; if you will be ſo merciful as to ſuppoſe a miſtake, which you 
cannot do without tie forteiture of your Reaſon. Becaule, 

2. To the Reader, he could have no defign in naming the circumſtance 
ot Time; whereas im the Information he had a very great one, 1 ſaying 
it was in March ; for hereby he would wipe oft all Suſpicions of his bemg 
1n a Plot then, 

Whence it 1s ten thouſand times more hkely that he ſhould falfifie in the 
[niormation, than nuſtake to the Reader 3 and conſcquently 1n all reaſon 
the tormer Account was true, v7z. that the Ship was hired in April, after 
all was over, and poſlibly to carry him off from danger. I would not judg 
the Captain, but truly this Shift hath a wicked Aſpect, and ſuch an evil In- 
fluence on the repute of his Loyalty, thatit will not eaſily be recovered. 

Now after all this, who can wonder that there was expeEation above of 
ſome great Diſcovery 3 that his Examination was fo ſtrict and prefling 3 
and that my Lord Chancellor was 1o cloſe upon him 5 when beſide Oath made 
againit him, even himſelf had given fo juſt an occation of ſuch ſtrictneſs in 
the ſeveral Particulars before mentioned, and now at laſt by putting oft the 
Charge from himielf by a very Lye 2 Had the Captain been in ſome Places, 
far les occalion would have brought him to Examination by Rack or Lim- 
bo 3 therclore he might well be content, as he is pleaſed to word it, pag. 8. 

to 
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N 8 'o run the Gantlet from one Place to arrother, We fce many times that 1a a 
WM ule of ſo narrow a Sphere, as not to reach any tarther than a private 
$7 Concern, Witneſſes are examind, crofſs-examin'd, and run this, that, and 
WY cveiry way, by cloſe and fubril Qucnes 3 arcnow atinghted, and then dan- 
#7 lcd in their own humours, and Matters applied in the molt hkcly way to 
FS t{:c truth our of them 3 that I have ſeen the man ſweat, and almoſt at his 
FF wits end; and having (ſpoke truth at firſt, though others were not well ta- 
{&# tished hc dio, hath as much caule to fuſpet and complain that the Court 
3 would have irighted, or perſwaded himto Perjury, as the Captain hath to 
F. reficct al! that diſhonour upon theſe Perlonages, whole Parts and Integrity 
7 arc, under js Majeſty, the Gloty of our Court and Ape, the Security of 
24 our Peace, Properties and Reon, and who therefore are honoured by 
A 2-04 men, feared and hated by the evil, and admired by all. 

% And truly ſometimes Truth 1s not difcoverable without diligent Search, 
"# ſtri& and various Methods, and repeated Examinations : Therefore Ftz- 
\# harris, and many others of the Popiſh way, had very frequent Examinati- 
F ons, Promiſes, Threatnings, and all imaginable Methods praCtifed to draw 
Þ truth 172m them. Yet thefe People will not endure any Sufpicions of ſuch De- 
# li-ns from them,who areſaid thus to examine others themſelves,as theCaptain 
#F wouilpcriwadewere by like means upon himſclt.Sound places will not mat- 
"F t-: (- ruvbing,when ſore parts ſhrink from the hand that touches them. 

F \.-... we havehere ſome of the moſt ſatisfactory Evidences, both of the 
vani.; mens Minds, and the corruption of their Manners 3 and that par- 
tic.\2rly in ther having eſpouſed a Cauſe and a Party, and their being re- 
; --Arightor wrong, or however that Party act 1n all the ways ot wick- 

, yet (till to hold on thar (ide, and bring all the Fig-leaves they can, to 
cover its ſhame and nakednets. That -* | 
1. They ſo readily receive the Information of an indigent caſt Commain- 


reven*ez or any other wretched Pamphlet ſtufied full with Lyes, and moſt 
palpable contradictions, and all this againſt the King and chiet Miniſters 
oi State z againſt the Government and Juſtice of the Nation :: Notwith- 
ſtanding thele very Practices of blackning the King, viz, in._his Perſon, Mi- 
nilters and Government, was the beginner and inlet of that Rebellion ; 
which coſt ſo many thouſand Lives, and hath brought ſo much reproach 
upon all Relipion.And that it is thedaily buſineſs of ſeparate Congregations 
7 by the ſame cauſe to produce the ſame eftect. The plainnels of ſuch De- 
Z ſtzns and Practices, ſhould make all honeſt men, that are not willing io 
$ cncourage, and therefore partake in thoſe moſt damning fins of Rebellion, 
Murthers, Theft, and all manner of Villanics that Rebellion leads to, not 


bh to juilge their Judges, not fo revile the (Gods, not to receive an Accuſation, 
F3 or trze Proteſtant Stortes and [itellis ences, becauſe it 1s from that foul cor- 


ner, tat all vile Accuſations, fullom Reports, black Repreſentations of all 
'F preſent Eſtabliſhments, and every Accuſation of the Brethren, which is the 
+} work of the Devil.doth come. 
| [ ſhall give yeu only one inſtance of the falſhood of thele Intelligences, 
and that is in Larelz Curtis, who faith, Namb. 93. that the Affociation 
which is printed by His Majeſties Command 1n the Lord Sh Hearing 
at the Old-Baily, 1s only an Allociation for the Preſervation of the King 
3X and Proteſtant Religion, and was propoſed in the Houſe of Commons. 
23 Wewill conſider the thing in ſome Particulars: As | It 


- 

44 
UL 
— --2 2 bo, 
1 OE a} ee Wes 
SIS.» ©. TS 

4 wing bat 3 and % "0 5 x 

mw. 7 CEO # Fo "Red; 57 ES >F-- 2 


der, who Gands corrupt in his Principles, and whoſe Loyalty is turned to” 
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It ingages for the defence of the King, but how ? 

x. By Diſbanding his Forces. Ant {= 

2. By excluding the King, the Lords, and thoic Commons that will not 
aſſociate from the Government, or to follow the allociating Party excly. 
five of the reſt, which is direttly to ſet up another Rump-Parliament, 

3. It direly ſets up Arbitrary Power and Government. For 

x. It ingages to follow the Orders of the atſociating Lords and Com- 
mons, while they Sit, when prorogued, or after Ditlolutionz whatever 
thoſe Orders be, or however contrary to all Fundamental Laws of the 
Land. And . : | 

2. To purſae to deitruion all that oppoſe it, which the King and every 
honeſt Subje& muſt do. = 

3. For the effecting all which, they ingage to obey the Orders and 
Officers which this ſuppoſed Rump of a Parhament ſhall ſet over them, in 
the ſeveral Countries, Cities, &c.-—- all which is tobe done while the King 
lives, for it adds, 3f any fail in the Proſecution hereof, VIS, of the Aflociati- 
on, they ſhall be —proſecuted, and juppreſt — as Enemies to Cod he King, ec. \ 
Ergo, this muſt be put in Execution while the King doth live. _—- 

Therefore this is juſt ſuch a defence of the King, as the late Rebellion, | 
which pretended His Majeſties Honour and Safety 3 but we ice in the end, | 
that men fought for King and Parhament, till they brought the King to | 
Deſtruction, as this Aſſociation ingages to do. ; "Fe 

And yet, faith Langly Curtis, this was propoſed in the late Parliament, | 

T1 hopethenext Parliament will give him no thanks for reporting them to | 


alſociate in a Rebellion, and conſult matters of High-Treaſon, asthethruſt- 
ing the King from the Government, and bringing | His Majeſty, and all 
Loyal Subjects to deſtruftion, under the notion of Popiſh Adherents, and i 


Oppoſers of this Aſſociation. Whether this doth not tend to the faſtning | 
lome Reports upon the Houſe, let any judge. 

Therefore I preſume, that as the Lord Shaftsbxry doth not approve theſe | 

things, ſo the Houſe will prove the True Proteſtant to be a Lying Mercury. | 
Thele are Religious Wheedles, made to reconcile ignorant minds to the þ 
I Villanies, and to throw SamneFs Mantle over the Devil of Re- } 

ellion. ; 

A man ſhould not be more careful of his Pocket when a Cheat is at his 
Elbow, than he ſhould of his Ear, when a #rze Prote5tant whiſper ſalutes 
1t,or a Libel approaches. A doing ſo would arguean honeſt wary mind, that | 
{tands upon its watch againſt the ily Infinuationsand Devices of the evil one. | 
Whereas a receiving ſuch, becauſe true Proteitart Stories, that is 10 plain 
Engliſh, Religious Lyes, is the giving up your ſelves to Deluſions, and a 
Reprobate ſenſe. 

2. That men will believe the ſurmiſes,whiſpers,and inventions of a Jeſuited 
Proteftant, rather than what all men ſee, and know, viz. the moſt can- 
ud proceedings of Authority, and equal adminiſtration of Laws without 
partiality, unleſs it be on their own fide, and by their own means. Such 
arc our Governours, ſuch are our Circumſtances, that any Nation 1n the 
World (was it not for the miſchiets our ſelves do make) would fay of us, 
Happy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe ! For we have ſuch a ſettled Re- 
Tigion, that no reformed Church in the world will offer to condemn : 
Such ſecurity of our Perſons and Eſtates, that nothing can be greater : 

ſuch 


| er Toner 
ſuch increaſe of Shippmg, Merchants, and Trade, that we ſhame, not only 
Complaints, and Petitions, that would be faſtning ſome fiute upon the 
the Government, but even all. Ages before us. We have no fears, but 
what are either of our own making, or at a diſtance from us, -which the 
| happieſt and. beſt governed Society in the World 1s expoſed to. What 
greater Argument 1s there of a reprobate mind, a mind abandoned to all 
folly and miſchief that can complain in ſuch a Golden Agg! That can wiſh 
| to run out of Gods Bleſling into the warm. Sun ! from ſuch an happy State, 
and Government into Confuſion, Plunders , Oppreflions, and Arbitrary 
| Government ; and all this out of hopes of a fine Chimera of our own ma- 
king! This isexaQtly to play the part ofa wiltul [Fael, who would have left 
Moſes and Aaron, and have made themſelves Captains of their own, and 
have returned to their Fleſh-pots in Egypt ! 

' What greater Argument that God hath given up men to be their own 
ſhame and Executioners, than this, that they are ſo willing to follow thoſe 
| men, who' by hes, perjurics, and every evil method, have deſtroyed the 
| Government, and themſclves once already ; and are again taking the ſame 
meaſures, and think nothing unlawful that ſerves to the ſame end. Was 
there not alying Spirit gone forth into the mouths of the Prophets to per- 
| ſwade this People to go up, an4 fall at Rawoth-Gilead? Was it not the 
Souls of a Martyred Soveraign, and of loyal Subjects murthered inhis ſer- 
vice, that cries under the Altar, for vengeance upon them 2 Was it not 
3 from a Decree of Heaven, that all the righreous blood ſhed amongſt us 
3X ſhould come upon this Generation 3 certamly ſuch folly and wickedneſs 
2X could never be. = 
| 3. That no Information can be received againſt one that 1s a True Pro- 
| teifant, as Proteſtant Recuſants call themſelves, wile any Charge ſhall 


| ftand good againſt another : That the ſame Witneſſes are 1n one caſe un- 
| queſtionable, but in another muſt neceſlarily be PERO Rogues and 


| Villains! On the one hand, every thing is huff'd off with a Sham: on 
the other, every whining Story and Conventicle Lye is judgd infallible, 
| aSif 1t was impoſhble for Truth to be on this (ide, or Falſhood on that - 
and becauſe men judge before they know the cauſe, they are, however 
{ the cenſure fall, but unjuſt Judges. | | 
To believe a F7tz-harris, when all hopes of life were taken from him, 
| and therefore no room left for the World to offer him a Temptation is 
hereſy and damnation : but not to believe a Captain Wilkinſor: on his bare 
and ealie word, when he was poor and likely to live to enjoy the rewards 
of (in, 15 ſo too! 

Now that Fitz-harris ſhould falſify for nothing , and that in ſo high 
' a nature, and at his death too; orif1n hope he had done fo , yet that ſo 
| great a ſervice ſhould receive no reward, neither in his Perſon nor Family, 
is the wonder of reaſon. But that the Captain might falſify, who was an 
hopeleſs Priſoner, ſet a price on his own ſervices, and upon his Informati- 
on,.is diſcharged of his Debts, releaſed from a Priſon, and keeps his Lodg- 
ings in Town, is a thing very ſuſpicious. Yet'to believe the former in 
| any thing, or not to beheve the latter in all things, is the greateſt Villany 
in the world: | | | 

And while you obje& what you pleaſe againſt Fitz-harris, F pray withal 
conſider how crediblea Perſon the Captain is: And that you may fee him 
jn his Colours, I ſhall repeat ſome things, together with a few new Re- 
marks on his Information. As, E r. I 
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t. Iathe Preface he tells you, That had he had the Jiberty others did 
cnjoy, he would have made his Information known to his Majeſty, before 
hc had publiſhed it to the World 3 where he makes the Reaſon to be want 
of Power, not of Will ; which is ſo notorivully falſe, that it can. admit of 
no Palliation: For by his own Story, he knew all the Deſign upon him, 
before he was brought to White all, where he might have diſcovered the 
\iatter to his Majelty, who was pleaſed to ce him, had he been fo minded. 
Indced his Information was not then writ 5 perhaps he had not yet adviſed. 
upon it, or wanted ſome Notcs from his ſober and ſerſole Friend ; Bur had 
this been all, no nan doubts, but that he might have {cnt his Intormation 
to Court, or in that JunCture, might have had the liberty of going himſelf, 
had he defired it. "Chis 1s fo bald a pretence, that, ike a Winter Cuckow, 
it hath no Feathers to hide its Scabs and Nakednels. 

2. Tothc Reader, pag. 1. hetells you, His Majeſties Service did 1impo- 
veriſh him and yer parag. 2. and 8, he takesa great deal of pains to prove 
LinſJ1fa Lyar: And that by ſhowing he had undone himſelt by many foo- 
litb Proje&s, by tond Engagements tor other men, by ſpending above one 
thouland pounds upon his Friend, and by keeping a Ship, Family, and above 
tlarty Servants, ſeveral months 1dle on the River, and by Suits, which Paſ- 
ſcngers brought upon him, by being all that time hindered by him in their 
Voyages. - 

3. Information, pag. 2. he ſaith , That Ofov. 11. he might have had 
5co l, per an. to himſ{clf and Heirs, or 1ccool. in money, tor diſcoverin 
what he knew ;z——— and yet pag. 3, and 4. he confclle>, that thenext da 
he did lymſelf offer to diſcover for 2000 Guineys 3 which low Demands 
this day give the Lye to his pretended Offers the day betore. 

4. In all his Examination, and the heavy Charge he complains of at 
Court, before his Majeſty, Lord Chancellor, Lord Halifax, Lord Hyde, the 
two Secretaries, and Lord Chief Fuitice—— pag. 8. Mr. Booth and Mr. Bains 


preſent; though he found his Examination the ſtricter, becauſe of his own W 


Talk and Offers, yet henever told any why he had made ſuch Offers, or 
that any Endcavours were uſed tocorrupt him 3 which certainly any man 
vould have done, had any ſuch thing been ; eſpecially the Captain, who 
in the Pretace pretends an inclination and willingneſs to have made the 
Miattcr of his Information known to his Majeſty. The Deſign, it ſeems, 
was not yet ripe. nor the Beaſt hcked into the ſhape, 1t now appears, and 
attrightsthe World 1n. 

5. Mr. Booth doch charge him to his face, that he was once again to ride 
Captain, pg. 9. bu the Captain doth not tax the ſaid Booth with this Vil- 
lany, Which, if true, and then made known, might have brought himſelf 
off with the more caie and credit 3 therefore he muſt have a large Swal- 
10, that can let ſuch a Gudgeon down. If any can perlwade me that an 
honelt inan fall be atlaulted by a Thiet, and by the ſame Thief ſhall be 
brought vetore a Magiſtrate, and there be charged with capital Crimes, and 
yet all this wailethat this honelt man ihall not diſcover to the Magiſtrate 
te others Rogueries, then I will believe the Captain's Story. 

6. He tells you, to the Reader, twice over, that he hired rhe Ship in 8 
April; and yer Infor. pag. 9. to help himſclf at a dead lift, he faith, he hired 
her in March, IP. 

Truly the man isa meer FHocws pocus, an Hiccizs, doGins ; he ishere, and 
t1cre, and every where, and yet no where at all, For, 


7, He 
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# 7. He tells you, pag. 4. that he knows ſomething, and yet knows no- 
FT thing 3 that he will diſcover, and yet hath nothing to diſcover an\ yet 
79 (till asks a great deal of money for diſcovery of what he knows. 
my 8. Headds, pag. 9. That when he was about ready for his Voyage, he was 
108 lhe a mart bewitched, and conld neither budge nor ſtir, ——— that my ſelf and 
be. Wife concluded there was a divine Hand in it, So that here a kind of Witch- 
+ | ery, or adivine Hand, neuther himſelt nor learned Wife could tell whe- 
3X ther, but ſome unaccountable Cauſe it muſt be that hindered him. Which 
F# indecd takes mainly with the Rabble, who mightily gaze after Signs in Hea- 
T# ven. or onthe Earth 3 and hence conclude, that this is a Gentleman de- 
23 iz: by Providence to bea kind of Saviour to them. Bur yet to the Rea- 


&3 


' & der, pag. 3. he tells you, That Mr. Booth, and other Freightors failing, to- 
=& gether with ſome Difficalties which I met with, -— kindered him. Betore it 
X was cither Wuchery, or a divine Hand, a ſtrange Amuſe and Confuſion ; 
#F but here it was no ſuch matter, but Paſlengers, and other Buſineſs, that 
3# hinle-<d. Whcnce truly Tam eafily perſwaded he was at lealt. [ihe one be- 
© witche:, if not really ſo, el he had never troubled the World with ſuch a 
2X pack -: Non-ſence and Contradictions, 
*F Now this is your True-marr, a true Proteſtant, | warrant you; onethat 
+ canno more tellaLye, than Fitz-harris can Truth. 
2 ButIdonot fo much preſs the reception of his Declaration, nor the reje- 
2 Qaionof the other's Information, as ſhow from hence the giddy Humours, 
XF the byaſs'd AfﬀeCtions, and unequal Cenfures of men, who meaſure all good 
'X and evil, Truth and Falſhood, by this and tother Side or Party 3 that no 
3 dramof Truthand Honeſty can be allow'd on one fide, nor any ſcruple of 
*Þ Knavery on the other. Men arenow perfe& Saints or pertc& Devils, and 
© muſt be ſaved or damn'd according to the Side ny {peak for. Now all 
22 Rcligion con Mts being of a Party,. and they are Names, not Crimes, that 
FF hang or ſave. Paſſion and Interest hath ſwallowed up all Honeity and Religi- 
# 0z5 and good Nature is overborn by wicked Reſolutions. We are fallen into 
an Age of Miracles, but ſuch as Mofes and the Prophets, ſuch as Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, or any Apoſtolick man, never wrought. For now the Hand 
a!ters the nature ofthe Aion : Rebellion and Murther is ſuch in a Papsſt- 
7 Subject, bur in a true Proteſtant they are Arguments of Grace. The fin of 
XZ butchering Kingslyes not in the Act, but in the manner of Execution, whe- 
*Z ther it be by Sword, Piſtol, Poyſon, which are Popiſb things, or by a true 
Proteitant- Hatchet, which is the Hozonr and Priviledge of the Saints. 
But you will fay the Captain proves all by two little Informations an- 
next to his own 3 the one by Jarvis James, the other by his Wite. 
1. Jarvis James, how ſtands he qualified for an Evidence ? 
Why thus. 
I. /.1rvis fames, Gent. - 
2. farvis Jams, fellow-Priſoner with the Captain. | 
3. Jarvis James, One of the good People, as it is ſaid, that carried on 
the Work of the Lord againit the Lord's Anointed : Birds of a feather flock 
together; if you may gueſs a man by his Familiar, you may ſee which Side 
the Captain (tands on. | 
4. He is a very ſenſible Perſon; Whether doth he mean, ſenſible of his 
"3 own former Miſcarriages, or of the Captain's preſent Knavery, or both ? 
MZ But however you underſtand it, what doth this Gentleman ſay 2 Why 
8 even all this, vis. that he had the Captain's Information by piece-meal TOO 
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too. Truly 1 do not know one Popiſh Evidence but what had his Re- 


any perſons parties; and now whether the Captain and his Wife were not 
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his own mouth. Very good z but wherein the Captain might prevaricate, 
this /erſeble Gentleman cannot tell, but mult- paſs with an Ignoramws. oof 
2. Here is the Captain's Wife turn'd Informer, who comes with Twing 
in her Womb : She brings forth her firſt-born on Wedzeſday, Ofob.'12.and 
her ſecond on Friday, O@ob. 14. and both in the fame year. Certainly if 
the Captain's Wife beſo fruitful, the King will never want Souldiers. But 
what is it the Woman ſaith? Not that Mr. Booth preiled her Husband to. 
Perjury, but to witneſs —that is, to ſwear what things 1t was ſuppoſed. 
he might be privy to. A main Matter truly, andno more than what others 
have { vos in other Caſes, without any Slanders caſt upon them 3 but in the. 
Good Old Cauſe every Gooſe muſt be a Swan: - | 
Parturiunt montes, n«,cetur ridiculus mus ! 2 
But you will ſay, Her Husband was promiſed Rewardsto ſwear 3 and per- 
haps now others will ſay, He hath ſaved his pains, and got his Rewards 


wards, and ſome of them Promiſes antecedent, and as inducements to a Dif- 

covery : And fince the Captain was poor afd coverous, and declares him- 

ſelfan Enemy tothe Court for want of Rewards, I do not underſtand the 

evil of making ſome ſhows of Rewards by way of Search and Experiment, 

whether his Prejudices were removable, and the man capable of being 

brought to himſelf, and Truth together. Weſee that votn He and She-Evi- 
dencecan follow the way of Balaum: There is a Lip-adulters, and a Mils 

can be kept for the ſervice of her Tongue, as well as of other Parts. There- 

fore whether the Captain knew any thing really, or in pretence only, yet 

if he lay to make an advantage, and was looking after the Calves of Bethel, 
whether it might not be both prudent and honeſt to make ſhow of ſome 

bait, tro ſtay him till he had ime to conſider matter of. dury,..as well as 

intereſt only, I leave any that are nc: 4 1-tios, as, 2 "77,207 rned in the 

Cauſe, to judg. But that it is very fo tonabls to believe there were ' 
any rewards propoſed, appears, 

1. From the particulars urged in that behalf. 

2. From the Captains many falſfifications, and incongruities, which ren- 
der the whole-obnoxious to: the juſt ſuſpicions of a vile impoſture. 

3. From the want'of proof ; tor it 15 unreaſonable to take up a report, 
eſpecially in weighty concerns, as theſe are, without ſufficient warrant for 
ſo doing 3 but here 1s no warrant at all : for as Booth and Bains are par- 
tics on the one hand, who- deny 1t 3 ſo the Captain and his Wife, who 
afirm it, are parties on the other hand. For in any cauſe gain doth make 


gainers 1n this matter, I leave to the reaſons of any men to judg from 
the ſole conſideration of their immediate releaſe hereupon from priſon, 
and advance to the ſtate of a Gentleman. - 

4. A Wife is a good Wrnels againſt an Husband, becauſe m ſuch a 
caſe ſhe ſpeaks againſt her felt; but her teſtimony is not fo valid for him, 
by reaſon his Caufe and Intereſt is her own'; this 1s therefore but little 
better than to ask my tellow 1t T am a thief; to try an High-way man by 
his own Gang, or any Priſoner by them of his own way. But in the moſt 
divided intereſt the 1s but one, and I hopean Jgzoramms may as well pals 
againſt a {1n2le teſtimony, as againſt eight; eſpecially if the good mer 
2d triz come fore-arm'd with a reſolution not to believe the Evidence. 
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